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Context of the survey 
To promote scientific employment, the 2017 FCT call for research projects in all scientific areas               
had the legal requirement to hire the equivalent of 27,5 ETI (30 months), for projects with a total                  
length of 36 months. All new contracts had to be implemented accordingly to the Decree-Law               
57/2016. This had a significant negative impact on the length of time, and bureaucracy complexity,               
required to hire a new post-doctoral researcher. Furthermore, human resources costs became the             
most important budget in each project.  
 
With the requirement to spend at least 15% of the total project budget per semester, some of                 
ANICT members alerted ANICT direction that they were having severe difficulties in complying             
with the eligibility project requirements. It was evident that this was a big problem when FCT                
allowed, exceptionally the extension of the first payment request for more than 1 year. 
 
ANICT prepared this survey to gather more detailed information about this issue, in order to               
present this data to FCT and request solutions for eventual problems reported by the community.  
 
 
Results 
The survey was open to all Principal Investigators (and co-PIs) of 2017 FCT projects, on ANICT                
website, from July 17th to July 25th. ANICT received 119 participations on this survey, including               
108 PI’s of 2017 FCT research projects and 11 co-PI’s. 7 participants where co-PI’s of 2 or more                  
research projects, as represented below.  
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https://www.fct.pt/apoios/projectos/concursos/2017/index.phtml.en


57 participants provide the reference of the research project, so that ANICT can provide this               
information to FCT (data not shown). From those references, it can be observed that the               
participants in this survey represent a wide variety of evaluation panels (>20), that included natural               
and exact sciences, engineering and humanities and social sciences.  
 
Taking in consideration that the regulations of the 2017 FCT research projects required the              
submission of at least 15% of the total expenses, per semester, for FCT reimbursement, we first                
questioned the community if the project PI’s were able to comply with this requirement. As can be                 
observed in the following figure, less than 8% of the participants were able to fulfill this                
requirement. 

 
Apparently, FCT has extended the deadline for the first payment request to all PI’s. As so, we also                  
asked if the PI’s were now in conditions to submit the first 15% of the total expense for FCT                   
reimbursement. Surprisingly, the majority of participants claimed that they would not be able to do               
so, at the end of the first year of the project, as shown below.  
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We then tried to assess what factors could be contributing to the significant delay in the execution                 
of the research project budget, as asked participants to list all possible reasons that could be                
contributing to this issue. As shown below, the 3 main reasons pointed out were (i) the overall                 
bureaucracy and length of time needed to recruit PhD researchers; (ii) the overall bureaucracy and               
length of time needed to purchase goods and services and (iii) the lack of PhD candidates with                 
appropriate CV’s. 

 
Since many PI’s indicated more than one reason for the delay in the execution of the project funds,                  
we also asked them to point out what is the factor that they consider to be the most relevant in                    
contributing to this issue. The majority of participants considered that the main issue was related               
with the overall bureaucracy and length of time required to recruit the mandatory PhD researcher               
(see below). 

 

3 


